
Thoughtful Thursday Class Descriptions 

2019-2020 

Email or call each teacher directly to 

 be placed on class roster. 

 

____________________________________________________ 

North Carolina State History @ 11:00am 

Jennifer Smith 

pfeifferoni@gmail.com  

615-300-8956. 

4th-6th graders      

$6/class 

Hi! My name is Jennifer Smith. I have been happily married to my husband, 
Sean Smith, for 25 years. I am a homeschooling mother of 3 wonderful 
kids. Many of you may know our youngest child, Ethan (11 years old), who 
attends Thoughtful Thursdays. We moved to Blowing Rock from Mt. Juliet, 
Tennessee (a small town about 20 miles east of Nashville) last year. I 
spent 24 years as an account executive in the property and casualty 
insurance industry. I was blessed to be able to work from home and 
homeschool my kids at the same time for many years. When we moved, 
we decided I would concentrate full time on homeschooling, and so for the 
time being I have hung up my “insurance hat”. My husband is finishing his 
final few months before retiring as a firefighter for the City of Franklin, TN. 
We decided we wanted the cooler mountain summers (Nashville is 
oppressively hot and humid for more than 6 months of the year) and slower 
laid-back pace of living in the High Country.  

(CONTINUED BELOW) 



We fell in love with this area when we began vacationing here over 10 
years ago  

I have a passion for all things related to history. My favorite history subject 
is the Colonial American and Revolutionary War era. I think this love for 
history is in my DNA. My father was a European History professor in 
Boston, Massachusetts. I grew up learning about history before I could 
even walk. Every family vacation was a history field trip!  

I am really looking forward to teaching North Carolina State History to the 
4th-6th graders at Thoughtful Thursdays during the 2019-2020 school 
year. I have taught a variety of history classes in our previous homeschool 
co-op for several years. I found that teaching state history could be both 
educational and fun! The students really do enjoy learning about the state 
they live in!  

Just some of the things 
we will learn:  

• Who were the first inhabitants in 
this area?  

• When did Europeans arrive? What countries did 
they come from?  

• When did NC become a colony and 
then a state?  

• Who were some of NC’s most 
famous citizens?  

• The 3 distinct regions of the state and what makes them 
different from each other.  

• Inventions, products and agriculture NC 
is known for.  

• The state capitol, flower, bird, population densities, landmarks, 
and weather patterns.  

• We will have a few hands-on projects such as a salt dough relief map 
showing NC’s topography.  

• If weather and timing allow, I’d like to plan a couple of field trips. The 
Hickory Ridge Living History Museum is right here in Boone and a 
wonderful place to learn about NC state history. Grandfather Mountain  

(cont. below) 



State Park has many fantastic learning opportunities. If we time it right, 
we can take advantage of their “dollar days” reduced price admission for 
NC residents in April next year.   

➢ Supply/Copy Fee: $10 per semester (field trip admission costs will be 

extra and decided on once field trip plans can be set)  

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

Novels for Tweens @ 12:00pm 

Christi Finch  

jclefinch@yahoo.com 

252-452-7087  

4th-6th graders (7th by permission) 

Students will use novels and short stories to explore literary terms and 
elements, analyze characters, learn vocabulary words, have discussions, 
and complete fun projects pertaining to themes. Novels include works such 
as Mr. Popper's Penguins, The Best Christmas Pageant Ever, The Trumpet 
of the Swan, The Door in the Wall, Alice in Wonderland, and a collection of 
short stories. We will complete a unit every 4 weeks (3 novels in the fall; 3 
novels and a short story unit in the spring). Christi has a BA in English, 5 
years of public classroom teaching experience, and over 7 years of home 
school classroom teaching experience. She loves all things English and 
enjoys sharing that love with others, especially students. Cost: $7 per class 
plus a one time $5 supply fee; Minimum of 5 students for project and 
discussion purposes 

__________________________________________________________ 
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Music Classes with Ruth Bullock 

964-9006  (No email, please call) 

Beginning Recorder Grades 1st-5th   @ 11:00am    

In this class, the beginning student will learn the notes of the treble clef 
and play the soprano recorder. Easy arrangements of classical songs, 
folk songs, hymns, and popular songs will be learned for fun and 
performance. Students will also learn about various composers from 
Baroque Period to the present day.   $5.00 per class Cost of soprano 
recorder & book - $15.00   

General Music 4-6 year olds  @ 12:00pm  

This class will introduce students to basic musical concepts through a 
variety of activities. Basic rhythm, note reading, movement, dances, hand 
jives, lummi sticks, rhythm band instruments, drums, bells, Orff 
instruments, musical games, bean bags, balls, and hula hoops are just 
some of the concepts and instruments and materials we will study and 
use, as we sing and have fun making music.  $5.00 per class                                

(CONTINUED BELOW) 

PRIVATE LESSONS - All Ages, various times 

Piano, Voice, and Concert Band Instrument Lessons 30 min. lessons, 
weekly, $65.00/month.  

 

Vocal Choir  – 3rd Grade and Up  @ 2:00pm 

In concert choir, the student will learn proper vocal techniques, proper 
breathing, easy two-part harmony, and basic treble clef and bass clef 
note reading.  We will be preparing songs for various concerts at nursing 
homes to minister to the residents. Cost:  $3-$4/class depending on 
enrollment.  

(cont. below) 



Science in Music – 1st-3rd Grades @ 2:00pm (If there is interest in 

this class for an earlier time slot, please call Ruth to discuss.  There is a possibility 
that it could be moved.) 

This class will introduce students to basic musical concepts through easy 
to make scientific projects and/or experiments.  Units of study include 
hearing sounds, sound waves, vibrations, and pitches.  They will also play 
Orff xylophones, drums, and rhythm band instruments.  Cost $5/class. 

Ruth Bullock has a:  BS degree in Music Education, BS degree in Voice 
Performance, MA degree in Music Education/Junior College, Teaching 
MA degree in Voice Performance.  She has taught private voice, 
beginning to intermediate piano lessons, concert band instrument lessons 
for over 25 yrs. She has sung professionally in Fl. N.C., and S.C. She has 
taught music in Fl. And N.C. public schools, and has enjoyed leading 
worship and directing various church choirs, hand bell choirs, bands and 
community choirs.  Please contact by phone (828)964-9006.   

 

 

Cooking Fun for Kids – Cooking Class Level I @ 11:00am 

Lisa Crenshaw  

Lisadcrenshaw@gmail.com 

(828)719-0979 

Ages: 9 & up (maximum 15 students) 

This is a hands-on class that explores the basic fundamentals of baking 
and cooking!  During our first semester, we will focus on the basics of 
baking, while participating in the preparation of real recipes students taste 
at the end of each class.  Second semester will focus on cooking and meal 
preparation. Students also learn kitchen safety, etiquette, basic knife skills, 
and math and science as well!  Students will be grouped together 
according to age and skill to learn teamwork. 

(cont. below) 



 

We will use different cooking techniques to complete seasonal-based 
recipes, exploring different herbs and spices, fresh fruits, and 
vegetables. We will work on 1-2 recipes per week and all recipes are made 
from scratch. Due to time limitations in the kitchen, some advanced prep 
work from home may be required.        

There will also be weekly homework lessons that will vary from hands-on at 
home to some written assignments.  

A one inch 3-ring binder is recommended to help keep all recipes and work 
organized.                       

***Students with allergies to food ingredients cannot be accommodated in 
this class. Recipes may contain dairy, gluten, and eggs. While no nuts are 
included in recipes, ingredients may come from factories or machinery that 
also processes nuts.*** 

 Cost: $30 per month - plus $20 supply fee  

____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Cooking Around the World – Cooking Class Level II @ 
1:00pm 

Lisa Crenshaw  

Lisadcrenshaw@gmail.com 

(828)719-0979 

Ages: 10 & up - must have completed Cooking Class Level I or another cooking 
class that has introduced the student to knife skills and basic kitchen 
knowledge.  (maximum 15 students) 

This is a hands-on cooking class that explores the food and cooking skills 
from countries around the world!  During the year, we will study foods and 
recipes from Italy, France, Mexico, China, and the Americas. We will spend  

(cont. below) 



 

about 4-5 weeks covering each country before traveling onto our next   
destination. We will focus on the history of the foods, while participating in 
the preparation of real recipes students taste at the end of each 
class. Students will continue to practice kitchen safety, etiquette, knife 
skills, and math and science as well!  Students will be grouped together 
according to age and skill to learn teamwork. 

We will use different cooking techniques to complete seasonal-based 
recipes, exploring different herbs and spices, fresh fruits, and 
vegetables. We will work on 1-2 recipes per week. Due to time limitations in 
the kitchen, some advanced prep work from home will be required. There 
will also be weekly homework lessons that will vary from hands-on at home 
to some written/research assignments. A one inch 3-ring binder is 
recommended to help keep all recipes and work organized.                              

***Students with allergies to food ingredients cannot be accommodated in 
this class. Recipes may contain dairy, gluten, and eggs. While no nuts are 
included in recipes, ingredients may come from factories or machinery that 
also processes nuts.***  

Cost: $30 per month - plus $20 supply fee    

___________________________________________________________________ 
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Early Elementary Science for K-2nd grades @ 11:00am 

Annie Jones 

Annie.rr.jones@gmail.com 

828-406-1349 

Cost:  $5/class, with a $10/semester supply fee 

The curriculum used will be from God’s Design for Life, designed for use in 
Christian and homeschool settings.  Classes will expand students’ scientific 
minds while encouraging them to see God’s hand in every aspect of 
creation.  We will generally cover one broad topic every month, giving 
students the opportunity to become more familiar with each one.  They will 
learn selected vocabulary words with each topic as well as perform age-
appropriate science experiments and relevant crafts.  All of this will 
reinforce the monthly topics while helping students develop an excitement 
for science and creations.  Broad topics may include animals, plants, 
weather and water, the universe, the human body, and many others.  Work 
outside of class will be minimal. 

About Annie: 

I am in my eighth year of homeschooling four boys, ages 5-13, and have 
used this curriculum with them since the beginning.  I very much enjoy it 
and so do they.  I love working with children and helping them foster an 
excitement and appreciation of learning.  I have a BA in Interpersonal 
Communications from Appalachian State University with 20 years of 
experience working with children.  I am so looking forward to teaching this 
class and working with your children. 

 

 

(cont. below) 
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Beginning Composition (5th-7th grades) @ 11:00am 
Tina Jobe 
828-265-8487 
tina@thejobes.com 
 
In this course, students will learn several basic structures for writing – note 
taking, paragraphs from notes, fables, reports, writing from pictures, and 
the essay. Concurrently, they will learn stylistic techniques including quality 
adjectives, strong verbs, clauses, and various sentence structures. 
I will give homework completion “tickets” that students will use for end-of-
semester “store” purchases. Because this is a beginning writing course, 
emphasis will be on progress – not perfection. Students will receive much 
positive feedback, but grades will not be issued. 
I will make copies for this class and bring all needed supplies. Students will 
be asked to bring store supplies for our end-of-semester ticket exchange. 
Fee: $120 semester plus one-time $25 copy fee 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Analytical Grammar (7th-10th grades) @ 12:00pm 
Tina Jobe 
828-265-8487 
tina@thejobes.com 
 
In this course, students will complete the study of grammar in one school 
year. Students will learn the parts of speech, parts of the sentence, and the 
basics of sentence diagramming during the first 10 weeks. They then will 
learn all phrases and clauses, and lastly, all the rules of punctuation and 
usage. The curriculum contains 36 weeks of instruction. In order to 
complete the course, we will meet at my house two Thursdays in August, 
December, and May. 
 
Students must be willing to spend about 30 minutes a day on grammar 
homework and tests. Students will receive weekly homework checks and 
graded tests. 

(CONTINUED BELOW) 
 
 



 
Fee: $120/semester           
Resources needed: Analytical Grammar student and teacher 
book http://www.rainbowresource.com/product/sku/004665/ 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Intermediate Composition @ 1:00pm 
Tina Jobe 
828-265-8487 
tina@thejobes.com 
(7th-10th grade) 
 
This course offers an engaging approach to writing and encourages 
creativity while maintaining strong compositional excellence and critical 
thinking. Students explore a wide variety of writing, including several essay 
styles, reports, fiction, and poetry. Students practice compositional 
techniques, including crafting theses, organizing and developing ideas, 
implementing transitions, and writing with style and detail. Students learn to 
analyze their writing through self-assessment and critique peer writing in a 
supportive manner. I provide students with a high level of feedback on each 
step of the writing process. 
 
This course is designed for 7th-10th grade students who can write a 
paragraph and understand basic sentence construction. A placement test is 
available. 
 
  
Resources needed: Jensen’s punctuation 
Fee: $150 Semester plus one-time $25 copy fee  
 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

(CONTINUED BELOW) 
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Art with Rebecca Burnett (Some classes are full or near full, but 
please email to be put on the wait list.  Spots do open up over the summer 
as parents change their children’s schedules) 

rmirebu2003@aol.com  

828-297-5221  

Ages 6-9  @ 12:00pm  

Ages 10+ (with some exceptions) @ 1:00pm and 2:00pm  

  

The focus of this class is to introduce students to numerous masters, study 
their work and concepts, and create our own pieces using their techniques 
and ideas! Some examples include Impressionistic landscape paintings in 
acrylics, animal portraiture and realism studying Audubon, watercolors 
studying Winslow Homer and Hokusai, Pastels and Portraiture studying 
Mary Cassatt, Pen and Ink, Printmaking, and Scratchboard etchings 
studying Albrecht Durer, plus others~ including clay modeling and abstract, 
geometric optical illusions. Some concepts all children learn about include: 
how to make a foreground advance and a background recede, one point 
perspective, using shapes to develop accurate realism, how to develop an 
accurate portrait, impasto painting, use of warm and cool colors, symmetry 
and asymmetry , points to develop a strong composition, and more. Much 
of our work focuses on realism and Impressionism, as well as freehand 
accurate draftsmanship. Drawing is done on all pieces so drawing skills are 
not neglected!  Rebecca Burnett has a BA in Art  (CONTINUED BELOW) 

from Murray State University and been teaching art for over 20 years in 
both public and homeschool settings. She loves to interact with the children 
and help them to create their art and enjoys teaching from example and 
studying the masters and Impressionist artists. Class cost: $5 per class; 
Semester Material fee: $7 

 

(CONTINUED BELOW) 
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mailto:rmirebu2003@aol.com


Public Speaking 101 @ 11:00 PM 

(7th Grade & Up; or for students who have already had Public Speaking for 
Tweens) 

Daphne Petrey 

daphnespetrey@gmail.com 

828-964-9086 

In Public Speaking 101, students will study and practice the art of speaking 
publicly including, but not limited to, informative, instructional, persuasive, 
impromptu, and dramatic speaking.  We will discuss all aspects of speaking 
including speech writing, research, establishing credibility, giving and 
receiving feedback, nonverbal communication, and voice inflection.  In 
addition to basic speech instruction, we will work through the text 
book, Secrets of Great Communicators by Jeff Myers, with weekly 
assignments.   

All speeches will have time requirements and will receive evaluations.  In 
the spring, all students will be encouraged to participate in a local speech 
competition.   

Daphne has a BS in Interpersonal and Organizational Communication and 
over eight years of homeschool experience.  She loves all things creative 
and doing life with her three little ladies and their daddy!   

Cost:  $7 per week or $105 per semester and a one-time $40 supply fee 
(for student textbook, copies and prizes); 8th grade and older (or students 
who have had Public Speaking for Tweens).  Minimum of 8 students. 

 

_________________________________________________________   
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Public Speaking for Tweens 1:00 PM  

(Grades 4-7) 

Daphne Petrey 

daphnespetrey@gmail.com 

828-964-9086 

Students will learn about the art of speaking publically including, but not 
limited to, informative, instructional, persuasive, impromptu, and dramatic 
speaking.  We will discuss all aspects of speaking including nonverbal 
communication, voice inflection, manners, and posture.  Class will require 
preparation by the student most weeks.   

Daphne has a BS in Interpersonal and Organizational Communication and 
over eight years of homeschool experience.  She loves all things creative 
and doing life with her three little ladies and their daddy!  Cost:  $5 per 
class or $75 per semester and a one-time $25 supply fee (for notebooks, 
copies, prizes); 4th – 7th graders (other ages by permission only).  Minimum 
of 8 students.   
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French Classes with Amanda Rhyne 

AmandaHRhyne@gmail.com 

828-773-9551 

Level 1 French (ages K-2) 1:00 pm 

This class is an introduction to French for young learners. We will use 
books, songs, games and fun stations for learning basic vocabulary.  This 
class is a great way to start an early understanding of the beautiful 
language.  Topics will include a variety of subjects including introductions, 
family, colors and numbers, animals, etc.  

Level 2 French (Grades 3-up) 12:00 pm 
 
This class is specifically for students who have taken the French 1 class 
the previous year. 
 
This class will be going deeper in the French language and adding on to 
the vocabulary, sentence structure, and conjugations of we have already 
learned. We will be doing presentations both first and second semester.  
Resource Needed: Basic French Premium Second Ed. (1 book per family) 
ISBN: 978-1-259-83639-8 
 
*I am open to starting a French Level 1 for students grades 3-7 if there is 
interest.  Please feel free to contact me.  
 
Cost: $6/class 
Supply fee: $8 one time supply fee for copies and other resources 
 
About Amanda Rhyne: 
Amanda and family lived in France for 4 years (2011-15) and studied 
French formally for the first year there. She has a deep love for the French 
culture and loves how a second language can open so many doors. One 
of the reasons she started homeschool was to incorporate French back into 
her children’s lives! 
 

 
(CONTINUED BELOW) 
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Private Violin Lessons with Faith (Barry) Church 

Please contact Faith to schedule a lesson time! 

faithchurchviolin@gmail.com 

828-773-1666 

My name is Faith Church and I have been teaching violin for several years. 
I am classically trained but also have several years’ experience with fiddle. 
I enjoy teaching all ages and beginner, intermediate and advanced levels. 
Please feel free to check out my website: faithchurchviolin.com. 
 
Private lessons consist of scale training, etudes (etudes depend on the 
level), and exposure to solo repertoire through the Suzuki Violin School 
Method. Students will receive a 30-minute lesson in which I will incorporate 
scales, musical technique and theory. 

$15/30-minute lesson 

 

____________________________________________________ 
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Robotics @ 1:00 (FULL – please email to be put on wait list) 

Luke Burgess along with Julianna Burgess as teaching assistant 

Ages 11-14 

luke@thehouseofburgesses.com 

828-386-5393 

For anyone who has had his imagination sparked by robotics, this 
introductory robotics class will be offered for students ages 11-14. We will 
focus on building and programming mobile autonomous robots with Lego's 
NXT robotics kit. We will be designing these robots to complete tasks such 
as navigating a room, following lines on the floor, and interacting with the 
surroundings through light sensors, color sensors, etc. Julianna Burgess 
will be serving as the teacher assistant in this class. Our maximum 
student signup number is 8 students (to ensure all students have 
adequate time to work with the materials). Our family has two NXT 
robotics kits to use for the class, so there will be no materials fee. 
Cost is $5 per class; ages 11-14 

Luke is a rising high school senior and is currently working on achieving his 
amateur radio operator's license. In addition to his interest in robotics, he 
has been active in NCFCA, a speech and debate league for Christian 
homeschoolers, and has participated in Regional competition in the league 
for the past three years. He is interested in studying astronomy and 
engineering in college. 

mailto:luke@thehouseofburgesses.com

